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Report of Pest Risk Management
This summary presents the conclusions of the pest risk management which has been conducted on the pest, according to EPPO Decision support scheme for Pest Risk Analysis for quarantine pests.

	Pest: 
	Hydrocotyle ranunculoides

	Assessors:
	PRM conducted by Schrader, Rotteveel and Baker and reviewed by the Panel on Invasive Alien Species

Report of PRM drafted by EPPO Secretariat 



	Date:
	2005-05-31


IDENTIFICATION OF THE PATHWAYS

1 Pathways studied in the pest risk management

Intentional introduction as an ornamental plant for garden ponds and aquaria, plants escape from there into unintended habitats.

2 Other pathways

Unintentional introduction: “contaminant of other plants”. Possibly, plant fragments may also spread with birds or other animals, but there is no quantitative data available.
IDENTIFICation of POSSIBLE measures for pathways

Pathway: Intentional introduction as an ornamental plant

No essential interest is served by continuing trade of H. ranunculoides. Its overall value is minor, and non-invasive aquarium plants are available. Further trade, introduction and movement could have negative economic and environmental impacts, which may be irreversible. Without a strict preventive approach, more invasions are foreseeable. Therefore, the following measures/requirements are proposed:

· publicity

· introduction into and spread within EPPO member countries should be prohibited (by prohibition of import, sale, holding, planting, and movement)

· obligation to report findings

· monitoring/surveillance

· emergency plan

· establishment of an action plan and eradication, when the plant is found 

Conclusion

H. ranunculoides is an American aquatic plant which has been on sale in Europe as a garden or aquarium plant for at least 20-30 years and has become established in non-contained conditions in several western European countries. In the UK and Netherlands, it has shown its capacity to invade water courses by forming extensive floating mats of vegetation, excluding native floating and submerged aquatic plant species, and interfering with human use of the water courses. 

Control of established infestations is likely to be costly and ineffective. Because potential spread of H. ranunculoides to other water bodies and catchments is almost entirely dependent on human agency, it is possible to limit its further spread, and contain it to its existing locations, by restricting its availability to the public by the measures proposed in the PRA (e.g. prohibiting import and sale). The countries endangered by this invasive plant are principally those of western Europe. Its impact is likely to be limited in the north and east by low winter temperatures.

EPPO recommends that the countries endangered by this plant should regulate it by taking phytosanitary measures as proposed above.
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