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EPPO Pest Lists: purposes & procedures

Introduction

Since the 1970s, EPPO has maintained a List of A1 and A2 quarantine pests. The listing of a pest was based on technical justification and followed a meticulous approval procedure. The purpose of this list was to recommend that organisms of serious phytosanitary concern should be regulated as quarantine pests.

In recent years the purpose of the A1/A2 list has been discussed by the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures, the Working Party on Phytosanitary Regulations and the Council in view of changes in the international framework. This led to the establishment of the Action List in 2005. In addition a list of Invasive Alien Plant was established in 2004 to draw the attention of EPPO member countries to plant species that pose a threat to plant health, environment and biodiversity in the EPPO region. This document explains the purpose and maintenance procedures of the EPPO Pest Lists.

List of pests recommended for regulation as quarantine pests
Purpose:
To support members in assuring plant health in their countries, EPPO needs to maintain appropriate documentation for those pests which have been evaluated through the EPPO system and have been recommended for regulation. This list will continue to distinguish pests which are absent (A1) from the EPPO region from those which are present (A2). 

Addition of pests:

The addition of pests to this list is decided by the Executive Committee and Council. 

The lists should contain all the pests which have been evaluated through the EPPO system in the past and were added to the A1/A2 lists of recommended quarantine pests. For these pests, sufficient justification and documentation has been collected and is easily accessible for members. New pests to be added will be those recommended for regulation by the Executive Committee and Council. This implies that the pest had been through the EPPO PRA process (PRA performed by a Panel for PRA, review of the PRA record and report by the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures, recommendation for regulation made by the Working Party on Phytosanitary Regulations to the Executive Committee and Council). In the past, the endangered area was not specified but this is now necessary with the new approach. 

Deletion of pests:

The deletion of pests from this list is decided by the Executive Committee and Council.
When new information concerning a pest is reviewed by the panel on PRA and the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures and leads to the conclusion that the phytosanitary risk has changed and management as a regulated pest is no longer justified, the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures should recommend to the Working Party on Phytosanitary Regulations that the pest should be deleted from the list of pests recommended for regulation. This recommendation should be supported by the Working Party on Phytosanitary Regulations and approved by the Executive Committee and Council. The EPPO Secretariat should establish a system so that such information can be archived and retrieved easily. 

Arrangements for a transitional period

For the moment, the capacity to perform PRA for the EPPO region does not match the need for PRA to be done, due to budgetary reasons. The Organization needs to be able though to address urgent phytosanitary concerns. Therefore, in addition to the system described above it is necessary to use national PRAs as a basis for EPPO recommendations. In such a case, the national PRA will be reviewed by the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures which will make recommendations, when appropriate, to the Working Party on Phytosanitary Regulations. Should regulation be recommended, the pest will be placed on the List of Pests Recommended for Regulation.

Action List

Purpose:

To draw the attention of Member Countries to pests from the list of Pests Recommended for Regulation which have either recently been added or present an urgent phytosanitary concern. This list should be kept as short as possible.

Addition of pests:

The addition of pests to this list is decided by the Executive Committee and Council. 

Proposals are made by the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures to the Working Party on Phytosanitary Regulations and if the Working Party supports this recommendation, a recommendation for addition is made to the Executive Committee and the Council. 

Withdrawal of pests:

The withdrawal of pests from this list is decided by the Working Party on Phytosanitary Regulations.

The Action List will be discussed at the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures on a yearly basis. 

Proposals for withdrawal from the Action List are made by the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures to the Working Party on Phytosanitary Regulations in the following cases:

· where the pest has been listed on the Action List for more than 5 years and there is no reason to keep it longer or,

· where the  pest on the Action List is regulated by all member countries in the endangered area.

When a pest is deleted from the list of pests recommended for regulation it is automatically withdrawn from the Action List.

When a pest is withdrawn from the Action List it will continue to be listed as a pest recommended for regulation for the EPPO region (except in the case mentioned above).

Alert List

Purpose:

To alert NPPOs in the EPPO region of potential phytosanitary risk. The list can be used to choose pests for which PRA should be conducted within the EPPO system.

Addition of pests: 

The Secretariat adds pests to the list (based on literature review). NPPOs are also encouraged to propose additions to the Secretariat. Based on the information provided, the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures reviews additions to the Alert List and, if appropriate, recommends priorities for conducting PRA. 

It is proposed that pests recommended as priority pests for PRA should be marked with an asterisk (*) on the Alert List. 

Deletion of pests: 

The Panel on Phytosanitary Measures can propose deleting pests from the alert list:

· when the risk of a particular pest is considered as low or

· a PRA is carried out with the conclusion that a pest should be recommended for regulation, or

· a PRA is carried out with the conclusion that a pest should not be recommended for regulation or

· after 3 years on the alert list during which no action was taken.

List of invasive alien plants

Purpose:

To identify plant species which pose an important threat to plant health, environment and biodiversity in the EPPO region.

Presently this is a separate priority list of about 40 species, established by the panel on Invasive Alien Species (IAS) and approved by the Working Party on Phytosanitary Regulations. The intention is to raise awareness for these IAS. For some species on the list, PRA has been carried out and it was decided by the Working Party on Phytosanitary Regulations to list them on the List of pests recommended for regulation as quarantine pests. The Working Party recommended performing PRA for most 40 species since they cause substantial phytosanitary concern. This list could be compared with pests listed with an asterisk on the Alert List. Because of the increasing concern about Invasive Alien Plants it was felt appropriate to present this list separately from other EPPO Pest Lists. In the near future it would be advisable to follow the same approach as for all pests. That would mean that the Secretariat would place IAS on the Alert List based on publications. If, after discussion in the Panel on IAS, the panel concludes that a PRA is needed, the plant will be listed with an asterisk (*) until a PRA is concluded. If, based on the PRA, measures are recommended, the plant will be listed on the List of pests recommended for regulation as quarantine pests and on the Action List.
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